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: On October41995 l'Sbéliéd‘an,invcsltightion i‘nyoh'-'ing‘Gra'ml Theft and EXléﬁiiiﬁi}-.lnyéStigé:t,iQn dLss
. 7 revealed that the deferidant, Michael Barficld, committed Grand Theft through a serics of w0

*- take the matter to authorities and local media, Michael Barfield made threats to try to keep her from~ -]
~ poing to authorities. Following is a chronological list of events detailing the crimes he is charged with:

- “Larry Mesches, P.A. on 5/21/90 for $4,246.63. This was due to Connelly being unable to pay Mesches'
- for attorney fees incurred during the divorce between he and the victim in this case, Jedie Everett. -~

- Mesches puta lien on the marital home that had been Jointly owned by Connelly and Everett, The home - |
~“could not be sold until this judgement was paid, so Evereit’s father; Bobby Franklin; puirchased the = - - .|
-~ home and paid Attorney Mesches for the Judgement. On 3/ 14/91, the judgement against Co
- then-assigned to Bobby Franklin who then, on 5/3/91

o7 of fudgement. <, L -t RS

3/ th ainst Connelly was -
» gave his daughter, Jodie Eyevréttv_,“thejAsSigpme_ht

Jodie Everett was unable to get Connelly to pay on the judgement: so after almost four (4) years, Jodie =

~ Everett was referred by a real estate agent to a locai attorney, Woody Thomas, to see if he could help ~ |-

“".-_her 1o collect the judgement. ‘Thomas explained that the judgement was not something that h_ej:_,wkflls:,_-; Pk
_interested in.. He referred her to Michael Barfield Thomas contacted Barfield himself and Barfield; in - .

-} turn. contacted Jodie Everett by telephone concerning the judgement. This took place in January, 1995,

| Barfield discussed the situation with her and calculated that the judgement was worth approximately. . .. |
- $7,500.00, as it had a twelve percent per annum interest rate attached to'it over the last fivetyear = i

' _PROBASLE CAUSE. STATEMENT . ; A o SR

~ :On 2/3/95, -an agreement was entered-into by Michael Barfield and Jodie Everett, wherein Barfield -~

- - would be assigned Everett’s judgement for s six-month period of time. - If Barfield was successfulin -
-1 . " collecting the judgement, the agreement specifically indicated that his fee would be thirty (30) percent'of
|+ the amount collected.. Based on the listed agreement, Evereit had ,the_»A'ssign'mﬁn"t'of-Judgéméht_ placed -
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52 e Barﬁeld wuth the Clerk ofthe Court.

1 10:39 a.m., Barfield took Connelly’s check to First Union National Bank at 303 Banyan Boulevard, |

b ot chcck mto hIS busmess accoum he cashed me chack, usmg hIS dnver s l:ccnse A shorttrme aﬂer

that he could pursue Connelly for the Judg,emem

attorneys in Palm Beach County, specmcally someone thh Fansh Fansh and Romam

brrdarndBobeerbrs

mto Barﬁeld s name on 2/9195 for a fee of $10 00 Barﬁcid mdlcated that thts needed to be done so

o On 3/9/95 Barﬁe]d somehow located two. I irst Union Natlonal Bank accounts in Kevm S Cormelly 5§

~~_name and obtained a Writ of Ganishnient. - This froze Connelly’s accounts and Connelly then

- discovered Michael Barfield was responsible for this and called him. Connclly advises that on ﬁts first -

" phone contact, Barfield indicated that he was Auorncy Michael Barficld and explained to him

j"‘_f (Connelly) how he had obtained the Awgnmcnt of Judgement.: ‘After this conversation, an appomtvmcnl 2o
" ‘wasarr angc.d between Connelly, his attorney, Don Kreke, and Michael Barfield wherem paperwork
EY conccrmnb a sculemcm hrcd\c had d!scusscd and abreed on would bc consummatcd

- Thc appomtmem was :chcdulcd and ook placc oh 3/ 15/95 in Don KreLc [ law oﬁu;e in M,am, I‘!ou da

" At this meeting, Barfield was evasive on the question asto whether he was an attorney or not. - He
e evemua!ly admitted he was a paralegal and indicated that he was working ufider the auSpnces of

: Barﬁeid was origmaliy trymg to colicct approx:mately $7, 900 00 but aﬁer negotlatlons in Kreke s
: oﬁlcc, he agreed to a $5,000.00 settlement. Kreke had in his possessxon completed’ documents whlch

In thlS contractual settiement Barﬁeld put in wntmg, thdt hc would ﬁie a Satlsfacnon of Judgement no_" 'fﬂ-_ 7
" later than 5:00 p.m. on 3/15/95. Records show that the Satusfacuon of Judgement was never ﬁled by et

4 Conncﬂy had gwcn Barﬁcld a personal check drawn on Flrst Umon Bank for $5 000 00 On 3/ 16/95 at‘“" -

:\VCbt Palm Beach, Florida. Barfield has a business accourt at this bank, but instead of dcposmng the
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- had been prepared under the assumption that Barfield was an attorney.- When he learned Bafield was a E
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recelvmg the hsted momes Barheld made contact wnth Jodie F\crett and hed to her tc!hng her tltdt hc
had only collected 33 OOO 00 on the jud ement aLamst Connelly : i

. Aﬁcr Barﬁeld recemd the scutemmt money, another probtem arosc t’or Jodte E.vcrett On 3/1 7/95

_son. . Everett requested Barheld s assistance in the form of a legal brief for her appeal of Judge Fine's
. order and requested that any expcnses incurred for the buef be deducted from her portion ofthe

- alleged $3,000. settlement (70 percent of' judgement or $2 100. ) whxch she was due from the

: 'collectlon of said judgemf'nt S e o ,

’It was later leamed that even though the appeal was ﬂ!ed Connelly declded not to pursue the order and" ol
L dropped the case. He felt that it was belter at the time for their son. to stay with Everett.. Barfield

- - had incurred. - Everett was given a statement of her account by Barfield in, approxnmately, Apnl 1995, il
= .'_ThtS statement was not signed by Barfield or dated. The charges seemed excessive to Everett since she o
had given Barfield an extra $307.00 for filing fces for the appeal. -Everett requested documcnts and s .
" receipts reference the appeal from Barficld, but Barfield continually put her off. Startmg in April, 1995
~_Everett began requesting her portion of the alleged $3,000 settlement that Barﬁeld had collected on the
- judgement. She had conceded that even if the fees for the appeat were excessive, she, at least, wamed
.- the:money she had coming to her, that being $642.40, as was mdtcated on her statement of account -
‘| - from Barfield: Lverett advises that she called Barfield at least once a day, five times 4 week from April -+
'through July, 1994, in an effort to collect this money, Barfield continually put her off, and even told her
- -that he had used the money to pay his rent and other expensw Finally, in Al.gust 1964, Barfield made v
_ statements that he would make payments to her. This never happened and on several scheduled' '
appomtments Barﬁeld elther would not show up or would not be at l‘tlts oﬁ‘lce Rl

_ DROBABLE CAUSE STATEMENT =~ = ° '

Ll - Durmg the penod of ttme that Everett was trymg to collect this money, a tree was caused to faﬂ on her -
i " trailer / home by Humcane Efinin Okeechaobee, Florida; causmg her severe monetary stram At thts
1 "_-"tlme in an effort to coilect hnr money, _she told Barﬁetd that she was gomg, to go to the State Attomey, o

Connelly was granted an order by Judge Fine to get custody of his and Jodie Everett's tlmteen~year old

. subsequently charged Everetl $1,457.60 in fees emanating from this appeal and other costs he allegedly el e
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“Channel 5, where Barﬁeld s bucmess partner, Neil Murphy's wife is a television reporter. . At this point, - |
'"';:Barﬁetd took excepnon 10 1his and told Everett, on several occasions, that if she went to the authorities = -

; -»'vstated that he could get ruhngs ever the tclcphone and Everett then became fearful of makmg a-.

;f{;‘_falso !eamed that Barﬁeld had made snmnlar threats to Jodlc bvcrctt s prescm husband Eddle Fverett

ABased on 1 the mformatnon from Everett that chhacl Barﬁeld had mlsappropnated Evereu s seulcment

‘oo your affiant directed Everett to record any further conversations she had with Michael Barfield. On

10/4/95, Everett ‘was supplied wnh a Police Departmem tape recorder which was wired into the
 telephone’ s.ystem at her place of employment Everett was instructed to try and contact Barfield and-
- engage him in conversation concerning the alleged grand | theft and extortion. Jodie Everett was
mstructed to maintain a log of the calls, mcludmg dates, tnmes and call contem kollowmg isa bnef
N synopsxs of what occurred durmg these rccorded phone conversatlons G

4 jDurmg these calls Barﬁeld ﬁrst mamtamed hc had omy recewed $3 000 from Connelly Hc told e &
- Everett repeatedly that the records cconcerning the work for which he was charging her were in storage £
: _’_‘and that he would § go to storage and get it for her, Barfield also made an appointment with Everelt to
" meet her at 11:00 a.m_on 10/11/95, promising togive her a check for the balance dueon the alleged
- _$3,000 Barﬁeld stated that the ﬁhng of the Satisfaction of ]udgement was somcthmg that Connelly §°

- = attomey st rcquu'ed to do, and it was their responsxbxhty to file the Satlsfactlon of Judgement Everett
A spccxﬁcally asked Barfield whether he had collected $5,000 on several occasions, and Barfield told her
| - toask her. ex-husband what he (Barﬁeld) had collected; and, further, to.get a copy of the check from -

|'--* ‘him: When Everett said she had a copy of the check from her ex—husband Barﬁeld stated “r d like 10
el 'see |t % And he also Sald “Are you absoiutely certam tha: thatisa vahd amount on therc‘7” When :
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i ijonsumer At’faxrs Better Busmess Bureau and ultlm'steiy mdxcated that she w was gomg, to go to WPTV il

- or Channel 5, he would cause problems for her. Barfield indicated that he had control over Judges in
.- Palm Beach County, and that he could make it very difficult for her to maintain custody of her son. He ey e

;complamt or carrying the matter further. Everett was so fearful that she did not bring to your- Afﬁant s ,'
" attention the threats Barfield had made until several weeks after our first conversations. Your Afﬁant 253

v'money, and due to the threats Barfield had made to Everett to not go forward with a criminal complamt :
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“the Followiag violation of Vaw, Tne perion tiken into custody .. e : : 2 SR
: “o 0 [ was obyerved byo - ’ : L. “wha told

[ commttued the below acts In my presence. .

The undersigned certifies and swedrs that he/she has Just ans reascaable grounds to betieve, ind does believe that the above named Q(efen'danl:pcfmilngd ; P

A confessed to 7

that he/ihe vau the arrested person rommit the beltow sty

onthe .l

- admitting to the below facty. - . - . w0 [ wad found te have comitled the below acts| resuiting from my {described) nvestigation, = f . o

Spal s L g g R DR IR (Spectficaily tnchude facts constituting cavse for arrest.)

+-$3,000.”-When he realized she knew the fruth, he confessed that he had told her $3,000, but had: -~ i s
- actually (;'ovl_lccﬁt_e‘d:sS,’OOQf When'a‘sk'ed'what'his_é_)écusé was, Barfield stated “a Ictof differgnt - 0 1o g
- circumstances. - It doesn’t make any difference.” Barfield then offered to pay her the balance of the
7L 85,000 that he owed Rer. - h 2 T L e e e T R R

Durmg t'_vhéﬁé cbhv{ersa't'i_o:n's,i after Barfield had adthitiéd lying to her about how much money hehad =~
- collected and owed her, he wanted to make an appointment with her for 10/23/95 at 11:00 a.m., 56 that

~_intention of keeping this appointment.

- attempted to get in touch with her. At11:50 a.m., Barfield suddenly showed up at Everett’s place of

. attend with her boss, ‘David Edgar, her boss, overheard this conversation and, even though he knew. .

" fashion, getting in a car and speeding out of the parking ot

iz -Barfield’s office was equipped with a R F (Radio Frequency) detector, so I equipped Everett witha =

2t rv-_miéto‘ﬁ?ss‘etfé,tape recorder which she placed in fier surse; knowing that if a West Palm Beach li,sité.‘:‘ingi
‘2 device were to be placed on Everett, it would be detected by Barfield. Everett responded to Barfield’s
- - office which was located at 328Banyan Blvd ", Suite #H, West Palm Beach. Florida and, at this
- meeting, Barfield gave Everett a check for $640.40, which represented the approximately balance due .
< }| =~ heras per the Statement of Account. He wanted this to sattle the matter; however, as instructed, o
|| - Everett demanded copies of her file before the matter could be settled. She stated she wanted to see

f .:'fVB_EfoE'e‘ the 10/11/95 aforementioned meeting between Rarfield and Everett, | had ‘kﬁg\&iédgé;‘t_hét g

Everett aéédigd liiﬁ} of !yiné I _i\ér'ébpu't the $3,000, Barfield stated “I never told you I ééliéc’téd ; Lot

-~ -he could pay what he stated to be the balance of the money he had embezzled from her. - Everett hadno |

On 10/23/95 atl 1:00a.m, when Everett didn’t show for the appointment, Barfield frantically = -
. employment, the Armory Arts Center, 1703 Lake Avenue, West Palm Beach, Florida. He tried to get s
.- Everett'to speak with him in private, but Everett advised that she could not, stating she had a meeting ol b

 hat ho did not have a meefing planned with Everelt, intervened and called Everett into his office. As |
.- Everett responded to Edgar’s office, Barfield left a cashier-type check for $1,640.00 on the front desk.- . | -
.. at the Arfs Center. Everett stated that Barfield was nervous and shaking, and exited in a hurried .+ * e
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. how much lie had rcaﬂy gotten and demanded proof of vshat he had done concemmg her son’s appeal

- During the mecting, Everett voiced her concern that her ex-husband might continue to'try to get

- custody of her.son. Barfield told her .... “As long as Judge Phillips has that case, you'll have custody
~* Thats not gonna change.” Barfield also indicated, on tape, that he did not think Everett realized how -

much he had really done for heu in regards to lhe appeal He also explamed to her why he had to settlc
~for $3,000, - | Ll = .

Durmg the cotirse of thls mvesuganon Barﬁeld never produced any type of ﬁle conccrmng what type of et

expenses he had incurred preparing Everett's case for the appeal nor. dld Barf' el ever produce mvorces o
= ‘or reports reterence rhc work be had donc on the appeal _ -

e AND based on the listed facts and c:rcumstances, your Afﬁant feels substanual probable cause exists to )
' charge Michael Barfield with Grand Thef, pursuant to F.S.S. 8,019 as he knowingly and unlawfully .-
i obtamed by fraudulent means, money bclongmg to Jodie Everett. Barﬁeld did this with the dchberate
by \ment of‘ depnvmg her of her nght to lhat moncy, and appropnated the money to lns own use. .

ik Barﬁeld is also charged wath Extortion, oursuam to F. SS. 836 05 as he verbally and malrcrousiy S
s threatened injury to Everett stdtmg that he had control over judges and could cause her to lose custody s
-~ ofher son. . This'was done to give him an advantage over Everett in order to compel her to not have the " it .

p . case mvestrgated and thls would have cnabled hlm to mamtam control over. the money from the _' e
judg,ement = : _

Fma!ly, Barﬁeld is charged wnh Farlure to Flle a Satlsfactlon of Judgement pursuant to FS.S. 701 05

" as he had been gwen a written demand by Connelly to do $0 when Connelly satlsﬁed the thdgement on ;‘35,'
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